


                 God’s Wrath on the Moral Man  






         Romans Two
Intro:

The Righteousness of God is Paul’s theme in the Roman letter. This theme is revealed in the “gospel of God” Romans 1:1) which is God’s story of justification by faith thru His grace in Jesus Christ.

A simple outline of Romans Chapters 1 & 2: 

The Gospel of God 1:1-16

The righteousness of God, (God’s new economy) 1:17
The Unrighteousness of Mankind 1:18-3:20


The wrath of God against the Immoral man 1:18-32

  
The wrath of God against the Moral man 2:1-16

 
The wrath of God against the Religious man 2: 17-29

From Romans 1:18 to 3:20 the topic is God’s wrath against all fallen humanity. 12 times in the Roman letter Paul mentions the wrath of God. God’s wrath (judgment) appears in Romans Chapter Two 7 times. Amazingly, God’s anger is aimed at the Moral man, not just the heathen.
Seven times the Wrath of God
Why is God so angry with his image-bearers? Especially with those who claim to be “civilized or moral.” The following verses tell us that God’s wrath against the moral man is well deserved, not arbitrary.
1. God’s judgment is according to truth “they are without excuse” vs. 2

Note: In God’s new economy (the Gospel) His righteousness tells us that God loves the human race. However, that does not mean God does not judge sin. He is also a Holy God who is judge of the universe. “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all…” Romans 8:32
Apply: Jesus was “delivered up” to wrath & judgment for us on the cross. It was God’s mercy and grace that brought messiah to die, not his wrath. God’s wrath is his “strange work” not his 1st work or knee jerk reaction. See Isaiah 28:21 

The NASV translates, “according to truth,” as “rightly falls” meaning God’s judgment on sinful man is truthful, and just. Forget any silly ideas you might have that the God of the universe can ever deal falsely or unfairly with us. Judgment will always be according to revealed truth, known then rejected.
2. God’s judgment is according to accumulated guilt v.5

All human history is not moving towards a blissful Utopia but rather towards a Day of Judgment. Paul calls it “a day of wrath.” The reason is our “stored up wrath” meaning that we humans have collectively neglected to see God’s patience, and kindness towards us, which should lead us to repentance, but rather, we have become more stubborn and unrepentant. (2:4-5).
Apply; we moderns live our reckless, unmoral lives with little or no consciousness of coming wrath. However, it is coming. God will have his day of reckoning. He has been “storing it up” waiting for that day.

Martin Luther once said, “Every man should live every day in light of THAT day.” He was correct.

So called “moral people” are in the storage business, as the longer they boast of their goodness the more righteous                     anger from God is being stored up against them; “storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath” 
God’s judgment is a filled up cup of accumulated guilt, stored up until God’s “righteous judgment is                revealed. “vs. 5

3. God’s judgment is according to works vs.6
Quoting from Psalms 62, Paul declares that a day of “rendering” is coming for all of us, whether Jew or Gentle, who seek to be judged by their works (good deeds.)

Explain: This is the way of all religion. Religion in all its forms thinks that God grades us on the curve. We foolishly think the judgment will be when you can stand before Holy God and point your finger at someone less righteous than yourself, and you then move ahead in the line! Nonsense. God only has one standard of measure-that is the high and holy standard of the life of his holy Son Jesus! (See vs 16) James 1:10 says God demands perfection when we measure ourselves by works.
Apply: The moral man thinks he will “escape” God’s judgment because he assumes he is better than others.2:3 Many people do not understand how God’s kingdom economy works. By definition being a moral person means you are “right” with your neighbor based on the mores and values of that culture. However, morality and spirituality are not the same thing. You can be right with your culture (morals) and be totally wrong with God. Morality is a horizontal man to man relationship. Being spiritual is a vertical God to man relationship. Someone has said you can be a moral man and not be a spiritual man, but you cannot be a spiritual man without also being a moral man. When we are right with God, it will make us right with people.

Apply: This wrath of God that is according to works is only for those who have rejected God’s graceful offer of the perfect righteousness of Christ, which is received by faith in Christ. It is an “imparted righteousness.” Salvation by works is man’s “Plan A.” The Gospel of Grace is God’s “Plan B.” More on that later.
4. God’s judgment is without respect of persons v.11 “there is no partiality with God.’
God plays not favorites in his judging. Whether the Jew who has the law or whether some primitive in a dense forest of the Amazon, all are judged equally. Sadly, the Jew feels he is special because he is “chosen’ and has the Law of Moses. Both pagan and Jew will be judged not by what they know but by what they do.

The primitive pagan

 “For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the law.”vs. 12a
Explain; All cultures have their own rules or laws that all are expected to abide by. These rules are in response to a moral code imprinted in mankind’s DNA as an image bearer who is cast out of the Garden. The issue isn’t that the primitive culture is ignorant of God’s law, but rather that he is wicked enough to reject and break the laws of his own culture. For example, a culture may say a man can have as many wives as he can afford, however, his culture will also say he cannot have your wife or any woman he wants without obeying the rules of the Tribe. He cannot steal your wife, without being guilty of doing so, both by the Tribe and God Himself.
The Jew
“And all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law” vs. 12b
The Jew might mistake the purpose of God’s kindness to him (which is repentance), assuming he is blessed because of his status, morality or goodness. Even the best moral person deserves judgment, not comparision.vs 4
5. God’s judgment is according to performance not knowledge vs.13
Having the Law, with its revelation of who God is and what he expects of us is not enough to miss judgment. Possession of the Law is not enough, but rather, practice of the Law is what matters. Because the Jew can never be perfect before the Law- he too is as guilty as anyone else.
6. God judges even the secret things of the heart according to Jesus Christ vs.16

Why God’s standard of judgment is the perfect life of Jesus Christ?  Is God’s standard perfection?
James 2:10 seems to say so! So does James 4:17. Jesus is the perfect reflection of the image of God. He is the perfect 2nd Adam (Romans 5:15-19) Jesus is pure in thought and deed-even as we are not! He is God’s standard of what every man should be.
Apply: God doesn’t grade on the curve like a classroom teacher. With God the curve is the sinless life of His Son.

All sinners are measured by Jesus Himself. This explains why are men are accountable to God for the gift of His Son. The Gospel either graces us or judges us, depending upon our trust in it.
7. God’s judgment is according to reality not religious profession. Vrs.17-29
The Jew is God’s example of the failure of religion! The issue is “practice” of law, not possession. Paul uses glaring example of the religious Jew, who possessed the finest and highest “religion” that the world has ever seen.
The Jew knows the Law, but does not have the ability to keep it. 

Apply: Jesus lifted the Law to a higher level in the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5-7 outlines God’s standard of “Law keeping” when Jesus takes the law to the level of motive, not just outward observance. The Jew might say, “I have never committed adultery,” but Jesus says you are wrong. To lust after a woman in your heart is equal to the outward act.

Prideful humanity will always find it easier to be outwardly religious than to humbly walk with God in repentance and faith.
Finally, Paul attacks the Jew who prides himself in his circumcision, status, and religion. In 2:25-29, he shows us that circumcision means nothing to God unless the heart is circumcised. Only the Holy Spirit can cleanse a heart through the Shed blood of Jesus.
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