



“The Righteousness of God”




        Romans 1:16-17, & 3:21

Introduction: Chapter one of Romans begins with Paul’s announcement that he is called and committed to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all the nations. The subject of Romans is the “Gospel of God” Rom. 1:1
In verse 16 Paul tells the Roman Church that he is not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God unto salvation for those who will believe it. He then tells us the source of the gospel of Jesus Christ. He says, “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith.”
So, if the subject of the Roman letter is the gospel; then the greater theme is that which produced the gospel-“the righteousness of God.” This intriguing phrase “the righteousness of God “is central to our understanding the theme of Romans. What exactly is Paul’s meaning of the R of G? Understand this and you’ll understand the Gospel and the Roman letter.
Scripture and the Righteousness of God
1. Jesus gave us many teachings about our personal righteousness. Matthew 6:1 and Matthew 5:20 warn us that our human righteousness is suspect before our Holy God. Jesus taught us to seek 1st the Kingdom (of God) and His righteousness, not our own righteousness. Romans 1:18 through 3:18 puts the entire human race under God’s wrath because of our “unrighteousness.”
2. Paul’s revelation of the righteousness of God (R of G) Romans 3:21,22

Paul distinguishes between God’s righteousness, and the righteousness of God. They are not the same idea in Romans. When we say, “God’s righteousness” we are describing God’s character as a quality of his being. God’s righteousness is who God is within himself. However when Paul speaks of the R of G, he has a totally different thought in mind. The righteousness of God is a kind of righteousness that proceeds out from God’s character. It is a kind of righteousness that only God can provide. The righteous God is he who is willing to justify sinful man; and the righteous man is he who is justified by righteous God. When righteous God proclaims man to be righteous (as in the gospel) a whole new economy is set in place. God is creating a new situation by bringing sinful man into a new relationship with himself. God is bestowing his favor on us and offering us access to himself. This righteous act of God allows man to call God his father. The righteous act of God in the gospel allows him to see man as a son.

Therefore, we are to understand that within the character of God as Holy and righteous; He also has a 
heart of compassion and mercy that is so great that he purposed in eternity past do a righteous thing-
provide the gospel. The gospel is the loving voice of God the Father, shouting louder than the voice of his 
wrath against sin. 
3. Paul concludes that the righteousness of God is God’s program of justice & redemption by grace thru the sacrifice of His beloved Son. The R of G is God’s way of doing business with sinful humans.

So, when we think of the R of G, think of the Cross of Jesus. It was the R of G that put Jesus on that Cross. God’s righteousness has justified his motive and action in sending his beloved son to die for us.


Think of it this way: God’s righteousness is who he is- but the Righteousness of God is what he has done 
for us in Christ because of who he is.
Three truths about the Righteousness of God Romans 1:17, 3:21-22
In summary, we will see three important truths about the R of G in Romans:

1. It is given to us as a gift.
The gospel comes to us from God’s gracious heart-freely given. It is a grace gift to mankind. Paul writes to the Ephesian church, “For by Grace are you saved.” The Apostle says he is not ashamed of the gospel because it is not something we can earn or ever deserve, but rather it is simply to be believed. Romans 1:16
2. It is revealed to us when we believe it. 1:17; 3:21
When we believe the gospel, then the Holy Spirit will reveal to us the righteousness of God. We humans never could have logically conceived such a story as the gospel story. The R of G in sending his Son to die for mankind is not logical, reasonable, nor even imaginable. That’s why it must be revealed to us by faith. In 3:21 it says the R of G is “manifested” apart from the law, which means that since the cross God has a new way of dealing with our sins. The R of G reveals that this new way is a person-His Son.
The R of G took the initiative to save us when we could not save ourselves. God still takes the initiative with each and every one of us who have received what God revealed-the gospel. If God does not reveal Jesus to you- you’ll never see him, know him or serve him. 

3. It is received by faith 1:17
Paul quotes from the prophet Habakkuk, “But the righteous man must live by faith” 1:17b

He then tells the Roman believers that the revealed R of G must be passed down from one person to 
another-“from one man’s faith to another man’s faith.” The remainder of Romans is about what happens 
when we trust the righteousness of God as revealed in the gospel. When we believe it the power of God 
is manifested in each of us for salvation and daily living.
Proud of the gospel- Romans 1:16

Paul is committed to the gospel. It is his reason for living. He says three things about his passion to preach the gospel:
1. “I am under obligation” ( a debtor) He is Responsible to God for advancing the gospel
2. “I am not ashamed of the gospel” He is Resolved to honor the gospel. There were things in his past life that he was once proud of (see Philippians 3:4-7) but now he is ashamed of those things. Since Jesus has captured his heart, he can never again be made to be ashamed of the gospel. He is proud to be a servant of Jesus.

3. “I am eager to preach the gospel” He is ready to tell the nations the good news.
Apply: We must ask ourselves some serious questions, “How passionate am I about the gospel? How eager am I to advance the gospel? Do I even feel a responsibility to share the gospel? 
Romans reveals the truth about the gospel
Paul’s epistle to Rome is much more than a casual letter to a congregation. It is his only church epistle that is a formalized, structured theological treatise. It is as though the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write down exactly what the Spirit had revealed to him. Romans is the Apostle’s attempt to unveil the mysteries of the gospel. It contains the “deep things” of God’s righteousness.
First of all, Romans defines the Gospel. It tells us clearly what the good news really is, but it also tells us clearly what the Gospel is not:
1. The Gospel is not another religion. Paul, a former rabbi, uses 4 chapters in this letter to assure us that the gospel is NOT religion. His prime example is Judaism. The Jewish religion is far and away the finest, noblest religion in the world. But it is not the gospel. Chapters 2, 9, 10, and 11 are about religion-the Jews and the Law. Paul strongly testifies that the R of G revealed in the gospel is not another religion. Religion is about man justifying himself before holy God. The gospel is the story of holy God justifying sinful man by his Grace.
2. The Gospel is not laws, rules and human performance. Reading Romans we clearly see that the story is not about what we can do for God, but rather it is about what God has done for us. The gospel is not about values or morality. Romans rejects all that legalism stands for! Those who think the gospel is about serving God and doing good have missed the mark. Those things come as a result of the gospel, but they are not the gospel. The story is not about us putting a smile on God’s face by our being good little boys. No, the gospel is that God knows we can never be good little boys, so he sent his boy in our place!
3. The Gospel is not man-made ideas. In Romans, the gospel is God’s story, it is the “gospel of God” (1:1)

 The gospel is not another philosophy, or scheme for successful Christian living. Furthermore, the story 
(gospel) is not about us at all. It is all about Him who loved us and died for us. (Romans 5:8) Throughout 
history men have rewritten the gospel story to fit their own selfish needs. Paul condemned those who 
create a “different” gospel in his Galatian letter. We must let scripture tell the story, believe it, and 
proclaim it, not change it.
4. The Gospel is not anti-intellectual. Paul was a brilliant mind, a classical thinker, schooled and trained in both the Jewish world and the Roman world. He does not apologize for the gospel, indeed he is proud of it. He takes the gospel and proclaims it in the courts of governors, and kings. The gospel is so simple a child can believe it, but it is also so very profound that none can fully grasp it.
