The Gospel and the American Dream
Romans 1:1-5, 9; & 16

What exactly is the “Gospel?”

The gospel is the good news story of God’s love for Humanity demonstrated in the gift of His beloved Son. Paul’s Roman letter is explicitly about this gospel. In the introduction he says he was, “set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 1:1-4 
A different “gospel”

Many today have “bought into” a different gospel that has incorporated the American culture and the so-called American dream. Millions today see the American “way’ as an intregal part of the Gospel, when in reality, the book of Romans will show us that the American story of success, prosperity, and the good-life is not the same as God’s Story of redemption in Christ.
Example:

The idea of “the American dream” was first expressed by James Truslow Adams in 1931, when he said, "life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement" regardless of social class or circumstances of birth.”

The gospel of the American dream says God’s good news is that if we follow God’s rules we can all have our deserved “stuff,” our prosperity, and achieve the American dream of a house, a car, a job, and a good retirement.
Dudley Hall calls this joining of the gospel with the American dream a “prosperity lite” kind of gospel.
It is the American dream with a Christian spin to it.

Prosperity lite 
When you wed success or prosperity to the true gospel, you are joining what Scripture would never unite. It is an improper approach to Scripture:

It is improper because it approaches the Bible as a rule book and a life instruction manual; which it is not. When you do this you are looking for prosperity principles to guide you into good living. This approach will always lead you to a prosperity lite perversion of the gospel.
1) Correctly approaching scripture leads you to see the Bible as a narrative, God’s Big Story, climaxing in Christ Himself as the summation of the narrative.

2) Using the Bible as a principle manual leads you to see the rich as doing somethings right and the poor as doing things wrong. For example, the Old Testament when viewed as a manual of success, teaches wealth to the righteous and poverty to the wicked.

3) The New Testament says it quite differently. Jesus comes to say, “You wanted “stuff’ but I have come to offer you something far greater. I offer you etrnal life defined as relationship with the Father.” 
He says in John 17:3 “this is life eternal that they might know thee and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”

Three mistakes of prosperity lite
1) Laws are used to please God, which is a works first message that contradicts the gospel.
2) Ladders are used to climb up to God as we get better and better. This too, is contrary to the gospel.
3) Leverage is used to get God to give me what I want. It actually manipulates Deity!
The real Gospel offers us suffering, trials, and struggles as a result of being a Christ-follower. However it also offers you relationship with the Father that is in the same manner as Christ himself has with the Father.

The true gospel offers us eternal life, which is more than forever life, it is also as the Greek says, “the life of the ages.” It is life in a different zone, from another sphere, in a different dimension! It brings us into kingdom living as sons of God. That is the goal of the gospel, not the accumulation of material things.

Those who see the gospel in this light= are destined to become Radical! This then brings us to the “gospel of God” as taught by Paul in the Roman letter. He begins, “Paul, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy scriptures, concerning His Son, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, who was declared with power to be the Son of God by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Authorship of the Romans letter: The Apostle Paul

Date: 57-59 AD

Paul had not been to Rome, and was not personally acquainted with this Christian congregation, made up of Jews & Gentiles. He has completed his mission to the Mediterranean basin, Greece & Macedonia. He wants to carry funds to Jerusalem church then go to Spain, and Rome is on the way to Spain. He hopes to stop over on the way.
Unique Characteristics:

Although written to the Roman Church, all the references in the letter are “general” in nature, not specifically addressed to the Roman church. This letter is Paul’s summary of the “Gospel of God “(see 1:1) This Roman letter is much more than an epistle or ordinary letter to a church. Romans is his theological treatise of the core message of the gospel. It is “The Biblical Theology” of the Bible.
The church in Rome
Paul had no relationship with this church. It had no apostolic founder. This congregation was most likely established by those Roman Jews who attended Pentecost and heard Peter’s message. These newly saved Jews returned home and the church was planted. By the time of this letter (57 AD) the church was large and established being about 25 years old.
Paul, the slave of Christ and the gospel

In Romans 1:1; Paul describes himself as a slave to Christ, a called apostle to the gentiles, set apart by God for the gospel of God. (See Gal. 1:15) There are at least three characteristics of a Roman slave:

1. A slave has been bought and paid for.
2. A slave has no ownership of anything.
3. A slave is under the authority of his Master. A slaves worth is in his obedience.
Thus Paul sees life as a Christ follower this way- We are bought & redeemed by the blood of Jesus, who owns everything and is the ruler King of our lives. For Paul –he was Christ’s servant to take the gospel to the nations.
Romans 1:1b-6= the Gospel of God

1. The Gospel was foretold by the Hebrew Prophets. It is estimated that there are over 300 messianic references in the Old Covenant. Jesus fulfilled all of them!
2. The Good news is about Jesus God’s Son, who is the son and seed of David [Messiah]

3. Jesus was born into the human family=”according to the flesh.”
4. God’s resurrection power declares that Jesus is God’s Son. The empty tomb is proof.
5. The resurrection elevates Jesus to the status of Lord! A claim to deity.
6. Paul’s calling to announce grace & apostleship is to proclaim the obedience of faith among gentiles.

7. We too are called by Jesus Christ as saints beloved of God. Romans 1:6, 7
Summary of Introduction- Romans 1:8, 9
The Gospel is Jesus Christ! He is God’s Story. The Gospel is totally about Him!
This gospel is not about anything other than God’s Son Jesus. He is the good news!

Paul’s gospel message was Jesus, nothing more, nothing less!
Paul desires a visit to Rome: Romans 1:10-15
Paul’s wish to come was hindered by his need to fulfill his mission, but now the “barbarians” (Spain) were in his plans so he sees the opportunity to visit Rome. Many see in Paul’s desire to come to Rome as vital to his vision to reach Europe with the gospel. He needs a relationship with the Roman church to advance his goal to reach the nations with the gospel See Romans 1:5; 1:13b; & 16:26.
1:16= “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel…”

Why not?
1. It is God’s Good news of Grace, an end to religion based on fear & human guilt. Paul was ashamed of his past loyalty to radical Judaism. He calls himself a “violent aggressor” against the gospel before his conversion. See 1st Timothy 1:12

2. Because the gospel is about Jesus the fullness of God relating to us thru His Holy Spirit.
Paul is proud of Jesus, not a dead religion full of laws and condemnation.

3. It is the power of God to change the world of darkness into God’s Kingdom.
Paul sees in the gospel the good news of the King and his kingdom.

4. All can receive salvation because all can believe. Salvation is by faith in this grace filled gospel.

The righteousness of God 1:17

The righteousness of God has been revealed. It has come to us “from faith to faith.” (Hab. 2:4)
This is a revelation that will end “religion” forever. The Gospel is here, which God’s Righteousness revealed in Christ. Our task is to change the world one person @ a time! From your faith to another’s faith.
Final word of Romans 1:1-17
 The righteous man is one who lives by faith in the finished work of Christ. The gospel is here and that is good news! The gospel is missional thru and thru. The nations were on Paul’s heart and should be on ours!
