The Test of Love

Jesus said that the mark of the Christian would be his God-like love.  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know what you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34, 35.

Love is the mark of the Christian.  So, we now come to our second test of fellowship.  Do we walk in love even as Jesus walked?  (See 1 John 2:6)  We have seen that obedience to God’s commands is a test of fellowship.  Now, John holds before us the greatest commandments as a test.  The command to love includes all the others.  (See Romans 13:8, Matthew 22:36-40) Because it occurs six times in this letter, some have called it “The commandment” of the epistle.


Evidently, John had in mind specific instances where the law of love was being broken.  It could be that the culprits were the Gnostics.  Arrogant, contemptuous, and exclusive; they were the epitome of an unloving spirit.  This section falls into two divisions:

1. 1 John 2:7-11 relates to love for our brothers.

2. 1 John 2:12-17 relates to love for the world which we are admonished to stop.

I. Do you love your brothers? 1 John 2:7-11

Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.”  John 15:12.  This is Jesus’ one commandment.  It is not new in that Jesus was not the first to stress it.  It is as old as Moses.  Deuteronomy 6:5 says, “And you shall love the Lord your God …” Leviticus 19:18 says, “Thou shalt love they neighbor as thyself.”

A. The old and new commandment. Verses 7 and 8

As old as the law of love is, there is a sense in which it is always new.  It is new in that it is the characteristic of the new age of the Messiah.  Jesus came to dispel the darkness of hate and issue in the age of love and light.  There are four statements regarding this law of love:
1. Its oldness –verse 7: it was old, but not obsolete... It was still in force.  They had known this commandment from the beginning of the apostle’s teaching.  Love had always been the mark of Christ’s life and teaching.
2. Its newness –verse 8:  It is new in kind & time.
3. It is new in its authority.
4. It is new in its standard – as Jesus loved, so must we love.
5. It is new in practice and application.  Each new Christian has a fresh opportunity to apply the love of God to each human encounter.

B. Which is more important – knowledge or love?

1. Behind this whole discussion of the law of love is the Gnostic problem.  The Gnostic in the church put great emphasis upon knowledge or mystical insight as the proof of their spirituality.  They were “in the know” about God.  They claimed this was a “new” revelation and the most important.  John says that this is not so!  You know the Christian by his love and not his creed!  Have you ever known a person who could quote all the verses, yet his spirit was that of a bear!  The Pharisee had great knowledge, but his big head revealed a little heart.

Some theologians think that maybe John is giving his own testimony here.  Jesus had called John the son of thunder because of his violent, unkind spirit.  Maybe John is confessing here that he had not always been the loving person Christ had called him to be.  Praise God that as John walked with Jesus, his fellowship with the Father began to change his nature until in his later years John is called the beloved apostle.  Have you grown in this area since you first met Jesus?  How is your “love life?”  You see, love or the lack of it has a way of revealing our true character.  It is truly a test of our fellowship with God.
2. Love reveals our true nature. Verses 9-11:  The person, who habitually does not love, shows that he is in darkness and the light of Jesus has not touched his heart.  1 John 2:9, 10 says, “The one who says he is in the light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now.  The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no cause for stumbling in him.” Notice the phrase “the one who says.” John evidently had an actual case of inconsistency between profession and conduct in mind.  There were those in the church who were proud of their enlightened position as they made everything of their enlightment and nothing of their life.  This is the fifth time John has specifically referred to them. (See 1 John 1:6, 8, 10; 2:4) To claim to be “in the light” is a claim to being saved, or to being born again.  This means that God’s life of love can shine through you.  However, if you hate your brother, this denies your fellowship with God.  Now, does this mean that you are not a Christian if you ever hate someone? Can a true Christian every really hate anyone?  John says, “NO!”  A Christian will have occasional anger, or bitterness perhaps, but not hatred.  “Hates “in verse nine is a present tense verb and implies a person for whom hatred is a fixed and settled principle of life.
3. The man who habitually hates. There are three characteristics of this man:

a. He belongs to Stain’s world of darkness.  (See 1 John 2:9)  “Until now” points out the fact that even though this person may be a part of the Christian community, he is lost and still belongs to the devil.

b. He walks in darkness.  (See 1 John 2:11a)  He is like a man who walks in darkness; he does not know where he is or where he is going.  He does not have confidence or assurance.  To be in darkness describes his character.  To walk in darkness describes his conduct.  He doesn’t what he does because he is what he is.  You cannot expect a lost man to live and love like Jesus.  He is in darkness!

c.  The brother – hater is without direction in his life.   He is so self-centered that his whole life is perverted and without direction.  He is like a blind man.  The penalty of living in darkness is not merely that one does not see, but that one goes blind.  Like bats in a cave or moles in the ground, much time spent in darkness alters the ability to see.  How tragic! Some people can be around real Christianity for years, yet go blind to the truth about themselves because they will not love and therefore, they lose out on life itself.

4. The man who habitually loves.  (See 1 John 2:10)  Here is the true Christian.  Two things are said about him:

5. He is daily abiding in the light.  It is impossible to continually love unless you continually live in fellowship with the Father.  Love for others comes out of Divine fellowship.  Only as you spend time with God do you begin to love like God.

6. There is no cause of stumbling in him.  Here John says that the true Christian does not cause other to sin or reject Christ because of some failure to love.  Williams translates this phrase as; “he is no hindrance to other.”  Are you a hindrance to others?  Lack of love is the most prolific cause of offenses in the world.  Hell is full of people who might have been saved had they seen Christians love rather than hate.  You are most like Jesus when you are loving others.


For discussion:  The test of obedience is the moral test.  The test of love is the social test.  John’s point is that the true believer is spiritual and also, he is sociable! Fellowship with God makes you love your neighbor, whoever he may be.
Apply: How do we know if we pass this test? How do we know if we are loving our brother as a practice of life?  See 1 John 3:16-18 for an answer.
1 John 3:16 says, “We know love by this …” The word “know” has two thoughts:
It means experiential knowledge, not intellectual knowledge.  We must experience this love in our hearts.

It is in the perfect tense indication that the knowledge gained continues with us.  This is translated:  “we have experienced and learned love and now hold the lesson forever.”  What is the lesson we have forever learned?  We have forever learned what real love is.  Real love is living the same self-sacrificing life that Jesus lived.  We have learned to lay down our very lives for our brothers.  In John’s day, many Christians had been martyred for the faith.  Many had laid down their lives for a brother.  Do you have that kind of self-giving, sacrificial love for others?  Do you have the “lay down my life” kind of love?  This is the test! Mark it well that all over the world today Christians are being persecuted for their faith in Jesus.  Many are tortured to “squeal” on their brothers.  Many die for sake of Jesus rather than desert the fellowship.  The day may soon come when we, here in America, shall be tested.
The second way we know if we love is by our deeds.  See 1 John 3:17-18.  We show love by meeting the needs of others.  Read James 2:15-16.  The best commentary on these words comes from John’s lips in 1 John 4:20 where it says, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.”  Love is something you DO, not something you say!
II.Love not the world. 1 John 2:15-17
Just as we are to show self-giving love in word and deed to others, even so we are not to give ourselves to the world.  The word “world” in John’s writing is the Greek word kosmos.  It means the world system of ideas, philosophies and values.  It stands for Satan’s rule in this world.  Thus, we are not to love the things Satan rules.  We are to be in the world, but not of the world.
1 John 2:16 tells us three things that are of the world.  Let’s look at them: 
1. Lust of the flesh, 
2. Lust of the eyes, 
3. The boastful pride of life.
    1) The word “lust” means an “over desire, “a desire out of control.  Now, here is an amazing passage of scripture.  You see, these three things, lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life comprise the scope of every temptation you and I will ever face.  All the Satan has to offer you is in these three areas.  Here is his bait; he has no other weapons.  This is it.

1.  Notice Stain’s threefold temptation:

a. The lust of the flesh = the desire to do

b. The lust of the eyes = the desire to have

c. The boastful pride of life = the desire to be

2. You might look at it this way


a. The lust of the flesh = desire for passions


b. The lust of the eyes = desire for possessions


c. The boastful pride of life = desire for position

1. How can the Christian overcome these three great temptations?  The Christian cannot do this, but Jesus already has done it for him!  See Matthew 4 about when Jesus was tempted in the wilderness.  Notice the same three temptations:


1. “Turn these stones into bread “=the desire to do or satisfy physical passion


2. Cast Himself down from the top of the temple = the desire to be or position


3. He was offered kingdoms of this world = desire to have or possessions

2. Since Jesus fought all of Satan’s weapons and came out victorious, so can you as you rely on Him.  Notice verse 17 – it tells you how to love not the world. 


1. Recognize that this world is temporary; it has no lasting value or pleasure.


2. Recognize that Satan uses his three weapons to lead you away from God.


3. Determine to do the will of God in all things.

Conclusion: This is our test of love – positive and negative.  Do you love others?  Do you love the world?
Note: In Classical. Greek there are several words for love:

1) eros: sexual love, denotes a love that is called forth by the inherent worth of its object, and desires to possess and enjoy its object; egocentric, seeking its object for the sake of its own satisfaction and self-fulfillment and self-enhancement.
2) philoe: social love, affection of friends
3) stergo: family affection
4) agape: The substantive agape is almost entirely absent from pre-Biblical Gk.  This root was presumably chosen, because it was free from erotic associations and conveyed the idea of a love that showed itself by helping its object rather than by desiring to possess and enjoy it.

