The Test of Belief

(1 John 2:18-29, 4:1-6, 5:1, 10-13)


There are those who say that it does not really matter what you believe about God as long as you believe in God.  Is this really true?  Well, if it were true, most of the New Testament would not have been written because the New Testament authors wrote to oppose false teaching about God, sin, and the way of salvation.  This is especially true of John’s writings.  The very reason he wrote the gospel and 1 John was to combat false teaching about Jesus Christ.  He says, “But these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”  John 20:31.  Also, the question is asked:  What about the Mormons, Jehovah’s Witness, Christian Science, Unitarian, and other such groups?  Are they Christians?  If John’s letter is true, and it is, then those who believe false teaching about Jesus do not know God, and all these groups have false teaching about Jesus Christ.


So you see, right belief is all important!  What you believe about God determines how you behave and what you are.  Belief is the test of life.  Right belief will produce right loving and right living.  Let’s look at the test of right belief and see what we can learn.


Beginning in 1 John 2:18 and following, John begins a discussion of false teaching and its results.  We can divide this section into three divisions:  1) the last hour in verse 18a; 2) the antichrists in verse 18b; 3) the believer’s security in verses 20-28.
I.Is this the Last Hour? “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even no many antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour.”  1 John 2:18.  What is meant by ‘it is the last hour?”  Three explanations are offered:
1. John mean the period immediately preceding the end of the world.  This is the simplest explanation in light of the fact that verse 17 says, “and the world is passing away.”  Also, this chapter ends with a statement regarding our Lord’s return.  (See 1 John 2:28)  This is the T.E.V. and Weymouth translations.  However, if this is true, John was wrong!  The end did not come.  Also, why would John claim knowledge of the end when Jesus denied such a knowledge?  (See Mark 13:32)
2. Some say John had reference to the entire Christian era between the first and second coming.  Thus, “hour” means this present age since the incarnation of Christ.  The NEB translates it this way.  However, John says the evidence that it is the last hour is the presence of many antichrists.  The new age was begun by the coming of Christ, not the coming of antichrists.
3. John used the word “hour” as a time of crisis.  He had reference to the general character of the period and not its specific relation to “the end.”

All of these have strengths and weaknesses.  It seems from the passage, that John felt the end was near; the signs were everywhere.  Was he wrong to think so?  Not necessarily!  Saying that the world is passing away is much like saying that time is running out.  John was not dogmatic; he really felt a crisis was eminent.  The “last hour” was prolonged far beyond John’s wildest imagination.  It is still the last hour.  The same signs are still here, only much worse.  The one sign that made John stress the end was the rise of many opposed to Christ.  (The meaning of antichrist is one who opposes Christ.)  The heresy of the Gnostics is greater today than even before.  Gnosticism is not dead: it never has been.
II.Is the Antichrist Here?  See 1 John 2: 19-28.  John was convinced he was writing in the last hour because of the overwhelming unbelief and open opposition to Christ.  Notice verse 18:  It says that the antichrist is coming and that many antichrists have already come.  There is one single world figure, the antichrist, who shall come at the end.  (See 2 Thess. 2:1-11)  These plural antichrists refer to any and all false teachers who deny that Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God come in the flesh.  These are the forerunners of the great antichrist.  Three things are said about these “antichrists.”  (The Gnostic teachers who were disrupting the Asian Christians.)
1. What is their relation to the people of God?  “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.” 1 John 2:19.

1) They went out from us.  They, at one time, were a part of the Christian community.  
They claimed to be real Christians.

2) They were not really of us.  These were not real Christians because of their unbelief 
concerning Christ.

3) Proof that they were not real Christians is that they left the church! “… For if they had 
been of us, they would have remained with us …” Continuance to the end is the mark of 
a real believer.  B.H. Carroll used to say, “When you see a star fall you can know it is not 
a star.”  So, here you could say, “When you see a Christian fall you can know he is not a 
Christian.”

4) Their leaving was a part of God’s plan.  “.. But they went out, in order that it might be 
shown that they all are not of us.” 1 John 2:19c.  From their standpoint, these false 
teachers left because they did not agree with the true believers; yet, from God’s 
standpoint, He caused them to leave to show them to be false.  Here was a good church 
split!  Had they stayed, they would have polluted the church.  This raises the question 
about so many denominations.  Are they good or bad?  Should we only be one church?  
Ideally there should not be so many groups, but doctrine is important and many false 
teachers have left the fold to preach their false doctrines.  (For example, Joseph Smith 
and the Mormons, Mary Baker Eddy and Christian Science, Russell and the Jehovah’s 
Witness.)  They are not of us and they never were!  We can learn two things from these 
verses:


a. A true Christian keeps the fellowship of the church because he has fellowship 


with Christ.  He cannot leave the church.  If he does then he never belonged in the 

first place.


b. The church visible is not always the true church.  There are some in the local 


church 
who are not in the heavenly (invisible) church.
2. What did these false teachers believe?  “Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.  Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.”  1 John 2:22-23.  Their belief was so dangerous that it could have destroyed the early church. John calls them “the liar” in verse 22.  Notice the following verses:
1 John 1:6 “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”
1 John 2:4 “The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him.’ And does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”
1 John 2:22 “Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.”   This the arch liar.  If such a person is not a liar, then there are no liars.  The greatest of all lies is the lie that Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh! So, you see, what you believe about Jesus is THE test of life.  It determines whether or not you know God.  It decides whether or not God is your Father.

3. What did these antichrists believe about Jesus?  What was the great lie they were telling the world?  Basically, they denied the incarnation.  They denied that the historical Jesus was indeed the Son of God.  They said Jesus was born of woman like any other man and was not perfect, but that at his baptism the “Christ” spirit descended upon Him, but left Him again just before He died.  This false teaching is called adoptionism.  Why was their teaching so dangerous?
It denies the Father/Son relationship within the Godhead.  “… This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.”  Thus, John reasons if Jesus is not the Son of God, then God is not the Father.
1) To deny that Jesus is the Son of God deprives us of even knowing God as a Father.  1 
John 2:23a says, “Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father …” This is because 
Jesus reveals the Father (Matt.  11:27) and only He offers access to the Father (John 
14:6) this is because Jesus reveals the Father (Matt.  11:27) and only He offers access to 
the Father (John 14:6).  Thus, any theologian who denies the full deity and the real 
humanity of Jesus Christ cuts himself off from God. The man who denied Jesus as Son of 
the very God, is an orphan in the vast loneliness of the universe.

2) Also, the only way men can know God as Father is by a correct confession of Jesus as 
God’s Son.  1 John 2:23b says, “… the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.”  
Therefore, is a Jehovah’s Witness, a Mormon, a Unitarian, a Christian Scientist really a 
Christian?  NO!  They are not!  They are modern day Gnostics.  Also, there are 
multitudes of liberal protestants who teach in seminaries and pastor churches that deny 
the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, and His bodily resurrection, who claim to know the 
Father who are not true Christians.
3. What was their evil purpose?  “These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you.”  1 John 2:26.

1) The King James translates verse 26 as: “these things have I written unto you 
concerning them that seduce you.”  Seduce is a present tense participle in Greek and it 
has the idea of “those whose continual occupation is to mislead” In 2 John, he calls them 
deceivers or impostors.

2) Notice: “… those who are trying ..? But they did not! A true believer will not be 
misled.  These false teachers (in any age) cannot mislead a true believer.  You show me 
a person who leaves a New Testament church to follow some new “prophet” and I will 
show you a person who never really knew Jesus!  “For had they been of us, they would 
have remained with us.” (1 John 2:19)
III. The True Believer’s Security.  See 1 John 2:20-28
Is the average Christian at the mercy of antichristian teachers?  How can you know who to believe?  John says that we have two safeguards against being led astray.
1. The true believer has the objective Word of God.  1 John 2:24 says, “As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning.  If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.” “From the beginning” means the gospel, the apostles’ teachings.  We who are saved, are not to go chasing after every new “leader” who comes along with some new so called “truth.” In fact, one of the signs of the last days will be those who have itching ears to hear some false teacher.  (See 2 Timothy 3:1, 7, 4:3)  The great need of people today is to daily abide in the Word of God.  Young people who abide in the Word will not be shaken by some biology professor who attacks the Bible or the church.  To abide in the Word is to abide in the Father.  God’s Word is our safeguard against heresy.
2. The true believer has the subjective witness of the Holy Sprit to teach him the truth.  1 John 2:20 says, “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.”  1 John 2:27 says, “And as for you, and you have no need for any one to teach you;  but as His anointing teaches you about all things,  and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.”  Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would be our teacher and our personal rabbi.  (See John 14:26)

1) Verse 27 does not mean that God-called and God-gifted teachers are not needed.  
Throughout the New Testament we are challenged to learn from the elders God has given 
us.  (See Ephesians 4:11, 12)

2) What it does mean is that no one has a corner on the truth as these false teachers 
claimed.  They claimed special knowledge the average Christian did not have.  Not so!  
Every believer has the Holy Spirit inviting him to study God’s Word and know in his 
heart that Jesus is real.
CONCLUSION: now notice, both of these safeguards are necessary.  You need the Bible and the Holy Spirit to guide you into truth. Some study the Bible and neglect the Holy Spirit.  Some talk only of the Holy Spirit and come to conclusions that contradict the Book the Holy Spirit wrote!  We need both.

Here then, is THE TEST of life:  Right Belief! What you believe about Jesus determines your eternal salvation.  (See 1 John 2:25)  It will determine how you behave and how you love others.  Did you pass the test?

“Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith: examine yourselves!  Or do you not recognize this about yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you – unless indeed you fail the test?”  2 Corinthians 13:5.

