The Test of Obedience

(1 John 1:5-10, 2:3-6)

Lesson Two
As we now begin to look at John’s evidences of true Christianity, we come to the first real “test of life.”  Again remember the background of this letter:  This Gnostic group in the church was claiming to have a very special knowledge of God which made them above such things as good and evil.  Their claim was to have fellowship with the Father.  So, John now demands proof of this fellowship.  In fact, the world has a right to demand proof of each believer’s claim to fellowship with God.  What are the characteristics of those who are born of God and are partakers of His divine nature?  John distinguishes the children of God from the children of the evil by emphasizing three great truths about God:

1. God is light (chapters 1 and 2)

2. God is love (chapters 3 to 5:5)

3. God is life (chapters 5:6 to the end)

The children of God have fellowship with God in each of these areas – light, love, and life.  Those who do not have fellowship with God do not have these characteristics.


The first evidence that one has fellowship with God is found in 1 John 1:5-7.  1 John 1:5 says, “And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.”  Notice that this verse says that God is light.  Light symbolizes righteousness.  It stands for ethical moral living.  Sin is spiritual darkness and is utterly incompatible with fellowship with God.

Apply:
Have you ever met a person who said he was a Christian, but his life was darkness?  John says that if we say we have fellowship with Him (God) and yet walk (continually live) in darkness, we are liars and do not practice the truth.  (Verse 6)  This was the problem that was about to split the church.  The group who followed Cerenthus said that they were so spiritual it did not matter how they lived.  They were not sinners and they did not sin.  They thought that they were enlightened, but John said that they were in darkness.  They do not know God no matter what they say.  They must back up their profession with their practice.  True fellowship with the Father is demonstrated by a life that reflects the Father’s character.  His nature shines through those who know Him.


We now come to verses 6-10 which contain three false claims by these supposed super saints.  John states their claim by the words, “If we say” Then, he refutes the claim each time.

1. 1 John 1:6 says, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”  You cannot have fellowship with God and not have fellowship with your Christian brothers and sisters.  It is a lie to state otherwise.

2. 1 John 1:8 says, “If we say that we have not sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  This false claim is for those who might say, “Well, who needs the blood of Jesus to cleanse us from sin; we have no sin!”  John answers, “The truth is not in them.”  This reminds us of John’s statement in the gospel where it is said of the devil, “… there is no truth in him … “ 

3. 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  If we are willing to admit our sins, agree with God that they are sins; then God is faithful to His promise and will forgive.
4. 1 John 1:10 says, “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”  What a climax to the first chapter!  John really attacks this false teaching.  His point is that these people are false teachers.  They are either liars, or God is a liar!  John is an eyewitness to Jesus and His teachings.  Now, who is right about what Jesus really taught – John or the Gnostics.  John says, “I’m right.”


Now we come to the test of obedience.  Those who have the light (know God personally) are those who obey God.  In 1 John 2:3-6 we have the heart of this section.  Remember, John quotes Jesus in John 14:15, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  John says much the same thing in 1 John 2:3-4, “And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one who says, “I have come to know Him, ‘and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”  What is the point of these verses?  Simply this – by their deeds you shall know them.  A Christian is one who obeys Christ.  That is simple enough; isn’t it?

If a person says that he is a Christian and does not keep (the Greek verb has the force of “continually” keep) His commandments, he is a liar. That is strong!  Yet, it is also true.  (See also 1 John 2:29 and 1 John 3:10) you see, not all that glimmers is gold, and not all who talk it, have it.  It is the life that must back up the lips.  You may know the teaching (as the Gnostics did) and not know the teacher.

Apply:
 We have all seen those young people and adults who are members of a church, but they live in open sin and have no desire to obey Jesus.  Are they saved or not?  A word of explanation is needed here.  First, John does not mention the carnal Christian in this letter.  It was not his purpose to do so.  He is attacking those who claim to be Christians and are not.  We need to understand that one can be a child of God and still disobey.  John acknowledges this in the first two verses of chapter two.  1 John 2:1-2 says, “My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.”  John knows that Christians still disobey. Here is the point:  In 1 John 2:3-5 the verb “keep” is present tense.  In 2:6 the verb “abides” is present tense, also.  The force of the present tense is continuous action.  They could be translated as “continually is keeping.” or “continually is abiding.”  
Apply: The emphasis is that a Christian does not have a life-style of continual, daily disobedience.  John says again in 1 John 5:3, “For this is the love of God that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.”  Is obeying God a joy or a burden to you?  Do you hate to obey or love to obey?  This is the test!

Dudley Hall says it well, “your obedience is not New Testament obedience until there is delight in it.”

Family Resemblance

Because we as believers are indwelt with the very life of God, we are in his likeness. He is the light in us, we are His reflection. We ought to bare his resemblance. John says, “But whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected.  By this we know that we are in Him:  the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked." (1 John 2:5-6) Do you love God?  John says that you do not love Him if you do not keep His word.  Keeping His word completes and makes perfect your love for God.  It is by our continued obedience that we know (gain assurance) that we are in Him.

John 14:21 is a very remarkable statement from the lips of Jesus, “He who has My commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him.”  Notice the last promise: “… and will disclose myself to him.”  The Williams translation states that promise as, “and I will make myself real to him."
Apply: Would you like to get to know Jesus better?  Would you like for Him to be more real to you?  Then start obeying!  Every commandment you obey is a door opened to deeper fellowship with Jesus.  Every commandment disobeyed is a door closed to fellowship with Jesus. Is there some area of your life right now that you are living in disobedience?  If so, you will not grow as a Christian until you repent and start obeying.  Your revelation of Jesus stopped at your last disobedience.
Again, the whole point of this letter is who has fellowship with God?  Test number one says:  that those who hate sin, confess it, and continually seek to obey Jesus, they have fellowship with God!

Take Aways:

1. None of us can offer God perfect obedience and that is exactly what is required of us. Only Jesus has perfect obedience. This is why we can never earn favor with God through our imperfect obedience; however we have the righteousness of Christ deposited to our bankrupt account. Jesus is our obedience.
2. It is fruitless to try to earn favor (fellowship) with the Father through our obedience. We are to obey                  Christ because we love and adore Him; not because we are trying to impress Him. Never let your obedience become a “merit badge” that you wear before God or man.
3. We obey not to gain favor but we obey because we are already favored sons in Christ. Christ who always pleased His Father, lives in us and we can rely on his perfect obedience making us ever acceptable in God’s sight.
4. Our disobedience can destroy our fellowship with the Father, but it can never destroy our relationship to the Father. We are blood bought sons of God even in our hour of disobedience.
5. So, why obey? Because every commandment obeyed is a promise of a deeper revelation (fellowship) of Christ. He promises in John 14:21 to “make Himself real to us.”
6. Finally, our obedience whose only motive is to glorify God (not ourselves) does bring God’s blessing on us as a by-product. We then in turn can be a blessing to others, bringing Christ even more Glory.

